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DISTRICT MAN SENTENCED TO 21 YEARS IN 
CONNECTION WITH BEATING DEATH OF MAN

WASHINGTON - A 20-year-old District man, Davon Ellis, was sentenced on June 4,
2010, by Judge Gerald Fisher in the Superior Court for the District of Columbia, to 21 years
incarceration on the offense of Second Degree Murder for the beating death of Gerard Monk on
April 18, 2009, U.S. Attorney Ronald C. Machen Jr. announced today.  Ellis pled guilty to killing
Mr. Monk on January 15, 2010.  

At the plea hearing, Ellis admitted that on the morning of April 18, 2009, he repeatedly
punched and kicked the victim about the head and upper body for several minutes in an
apartment building parking lot in the1300 block of Barnaby Terrace, S.E.  Ellis and the victim
had traveled to the location in the victim’s car with two other men.  When they arrived at the
location, Ellis asserted that the victim owed him money.  When the victim refused to pay the
alleged debt, the other two men and Ellis began to beat the victim along side the victim’s car.  At
one point, the other two men stopped, but Ellis continued to punch and stomp the victim in the
head and upper body while the victim sat or lay on the ground, making no effort to defend
himself.  After the beating ended, Ellis rifled through the victim’s pockets, pulling down the
victim’s pants in the process.  Ellis then fled the scene.  The victim died shortly thereafter as a
result of blunt force injuries he sustained during the beating.  Members of the Metropolitan
Police Department (MPD) later processed the victim’s car for latent fingerprints and discovered
one that matched the known fingerprint of Ellis.  An eyewitness to the murder also came forward
and identified Ellis as the primary assailant in the beating.

In announcing the guilty plea and sentence, U.S. Attorney Machen commended the work
of MPD Detectives Sean Caine and Anthony Paci of the Violent Crime Branch, and Technicians
Pamela Cooper and James Savage of the Mobile Crime Unit.  He also commended U.S.
Attorney’s Office Paralegal Specialist Ethel Gregory and Victim Witness Advocates Marcey
Rinker.  Finally, he commended Assistant U.S. Attorney Pat Martin, who investigated and
prosecuted the case.
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